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NOTICES
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACGENCY
[AH-FRL-2057~4]
Fuels; Blends of Ethanol in Unleaded Gascline
Monday, April 5, 1982

*14596 AGENCY: Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
CTION: Interpretation.

SUMMARY: This noitce announces EPA's interpretation that the "Gaschel” waiver, 44
FR 20777 (April &, 1979}, allows blends containing up o 10 percent anhydrous etn-

anol in unleaded gasoline.

DATES: This interpretation is effective May 5, 18282. However, revisions will be
considered based on comments received on or before 60 days from the date of pub-
lication of this notice in the Federal Reglister.

ADDRESS: Send comments to Public Dockst EN-8§2-01, Central Docket Section {A-130),
Envircnmental Protection Agency, Gallery l1-—West Tower, 401 M Street, 3.W., Wash—
ington, D.C. 20460, with a copy forwarded to Richard 6. Kozlowski, Director, Field
Operations and Support Division (EN-357), U.5. EBnvironmental Protectiocn Agency,
401 M Street 3.W., Washincton, D.C. 20460

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Alan P. Loeb, Attorney-Advisor, Field Operations and Support Division {EN-297},

.8, Environmental Protection Agency, at {(20Z) 38Z- 8.

56
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATICHN: Under section 211(f} of the Clean Alr Act (Acti, 42
B.S.0. Ph45{f), as amended, no fuel or fuel additive may ke introducd into com-
merce for general use in light-duty wehicles manufactured after model year 1974
which is not "substantislly similar™ to any fuel or fuel additive utilized in the
certificaticen of any 1975 or later model year wvehicle. Section 21 1,f)(ﬁ) allows
the Administrator to waive that prohibition on certain conditions, and provides
that any application for a waiver on which the Administrator fails te act within
180 days is deemed granted. Urder this provision, a walver was dgranted by opera-
tian of the Act on December 16, 1978 to allow introduction into commerce of a fuel
consisting of 90 percent unlezded gasoline and 10 percent anhydrous ethyl alcohel
{ethanol}, known as Gaschol.
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EPA has received a reguest for clarification of Lhe Gasohol waiver from Ashland
0il, Inc. and the Chio Farm Bureau Federation, Inc. The definition of "Substan-
tially gimilar”™ announced at 46 FR 3858z {July 28, 1981} allows up te two percent
oxvgen by weight for certain additives, including ethanol, and therefore unleaded
gascline containing up to 5.5 percent ethancl by volume could be legally intro-
duced intec commerce. Out cf concern that the Gasohol waiver may be interpreted
as only allowing the introduction into commerce of unleaded gasoline containing L0
percent ethanol, no more and no less, Ashland 011, Inc. and the Chioc Farm Bureau
Federation, Inc. have reguested that EPA publish an interpretative rule clarifying
that the blending of ethanol in amounts less than 10 percent falls within the
scope of the waliver.

The data presented toe EPA for evaluation of the Gasohol waiver request and engin-
eering judgment demonstrate that the emissions effect of blends containing up to
10 percent anhydrous ethanol in unleaded gasoline would be the same or less than
that for the full 10U percent ethanol blend. This is based on the conclusions
that the effect on tailpipe emissions is generally due to a change in air-fuel ra-
tic and the effect on evaporative emissions is generally due to a change in fuel
volatility characteristics. Both of these changes are generally proportional to
the alcohol content in gasoline.

As ncked, the Gaschol walver was granted by operation of law. The lack of a
en of the precise

congurrent decisicn document meant that there was no explana:d
scope of the waiver. Although there is no technical reason why that walver

should not have extended te blends containing less than 10 percent anhydrous eth-
anol, there was a potential for confusion over whether the waiver had this effect,

necessitating this clarification,

Therefore, introduction into commerce of blends of less than 10 percent etrhancl
in unleaded gasoline was wailved by the Gasohol waiver, as of December lo, L278.

Notice of this fact is hereby formally given.

This action 1s not a "rule" as defined in the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5
W.8.C. B01{2}, because EPA 1s not reguired to undergoe "notice and comment" under

the provisions of 5 U.3.C. 552Z¢(b}, or other law. Therefore, EPA has not prepared

a supporting regulatory xibility analysis #ddressing the impact of this aztion
5

on smaller business entitie

Under Executive Orxder 12291, all applicable regulations must be reviewed by the
Office of Managsment and Budget before publication, and for major rules an agency

must prepare a Regulatory Impact Anzslysis. Because this interpretative rule is
net a majer rule as that term is defined in the Bxecutive Order, no Regulatory Im-
pact Analysis has been made. This action is not majer because it i1s not likey to

result in:

{1} An annual adverse effect orn the sconomy of $100 million or more;
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{2} A major increase in costs or prices for consumers, individual industries,
Fedeal, State, or local government agencies, or geographlec regions; cor

{3) 8Significant adverse effects on competition, employment, investment, pro-
ductivity, innovation, or on the ability cf United sStates-based enterprises to
compste with foreign-based enterprises in domestic or export markebs.

The Office of Mapagement and Budget (OMB) has reviewed this rule, and any com-
ments received from OMB are located in Public Docket EN-82-01.

*145%7 Dated: March 30, 1982.
Anne M. Gorsuch,
Administrator.
[FR Doc. 82-9095% Filed 4-2-82; 8:45 am]
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